
The American Museum of Natural History has a long and honorable tradition of 
enlightening the world at large with outstanding scientific exhibits and public lectures. 
 
But now there are agitators waving signs in front of the Museum. They are vilifying a 
scientifically-engaged trustee, Rebekah Mercer, who helps make these exhibits possible 
with generous donations. Ms. Mercer’s family foundation also supports politicians the 
agitators despise, and organizations or scientists with views contrary to their belief in 
human-caused, catastrophic global warming. 

The signers of this letter include many scientists, with a deep understanding of climate. 
The case for harm from catastrophic global warming is growing weaker as more is 
learned about the Earth’s climate system, and about the poor predictive power of 
computer climate models.  The earth has supported abundant life many times in the 
geological past when there were much higher levels of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere. It is quite likely that future generations will benefit from the enrichment of 
Earth’s atmosphere with more carbon dioxide. And there is no doubt that policies 
advocated by many of the protestors will cause economic harm across the world, 
especially to those hoping to climb out of poverty. 

It is unlikely that Ms. Mercer and all of the signers would vote for the same political 
candidates. But all of us urge the Museum trustees not to cave in to this pressure. Make 
no mistake, the agitators are not defending science from quackery—quite the contrary!  
They demand that the Museum support a party line, thinly disguised as science. 

 

Signers, 

Dr. Jane Orient, MD                                                                                                                                                                     

President, Doctors for Disaster Preparedness; Executive Director, Association of American Physicians and Surgeons; 

Managing Editor, Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons. 

William Happer                                                                                                                                                                    
Professor of Physics, Emeritus, Princeton University 
 
Freeman Dyson, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton 
 
Christopher Essex                                                                                                                                                                    
Permanent Monitoring Panel on Climate, World Federation of Scientists,  
Professor and Associate Chair, Department of Applied Mathematics, University of Western Ontario 
 
Richard Lindzen, Professor of Atmospheric Sciences, Emeritus, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
 
Steven Hatfill, MD (MBChB) 
Biodiversity Scientist and Virologist 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, George Washington University  
 
Arthur B. Robinson, PhD, Oregon Institute of Science and Medicine 
 
Willie Soon, PhD, Astrophysicist and Geoscientist, Salem MA, USA 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/25/climate/rebekah-mercer-natural-history-museum.html?smid=tw-share
http://thenaturalhistorymuseum.org/open-letter-from-scientists-to-the-american-museum-of-natural-history/
http://thenaturalhistorymuseum.org/open-letter-from-scientists-to-the-american-museum-of-natural-history/
http://www.petitionproject.org/
http://www.co2science.org/
http://www.co2science.org/


 

Joseph Bastardi. PSU meteorology, 78 

John Dale Dunn, MD, JD 
Emergency Medicine/Peer Review 
Lecturer Civilian Emergency Department Faculty 
Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center, Brownwood, Texas 

Steve Milloy, MHS, JD, LLM, Publisher, JunkScience.com 
 
John A. Kasch, M.D. 
 
Howard Cork Hayden, PhD 
Professor (Emeritus) of Physics, UConn 
 
Robert Cihak, MD 
 
Punyamurtula Kishore, MD MPH, Public Health Scientist, President and Founder of National Library of Health and 
Healing 
 
Professor Peter Ridd, Marine Geophysical Laboratory, James Cook University, Australia 
 
James H. Rust, PhD, Professor of Nuclear Engineering (ret. Georgia Institute of Technology) 
 
William Lindqvist, Ph.D Geology, Student of Climate Change Science and Fraud 
 
Helen Lindqvist, B.Sc Biology, AGW Sceptic and Realist 
 
Anne Carter, MA Arts, AGW Realist 
 
Patrick Moore, PhD Ecology, co-founder of Greenpeace, Honorary Doctor of Science, North Carolina State 
University, National Award for Nuclear Science and History, Einstein Society 
 
Lydia Ortega, Professor of Economics, San Jose State University 
 
Viv Forbes BScApp, MAusIMM, FSIA Australia 
Geologist, investment analyst, student of climate cycles and history. Founder of the Carbon Sense 
Coalition, www.carbon-sense.com 
Author of: “Our Sacred Land”, “Will it Make a Quid” and many articles on politics, economics, carbon, climate and 
energy. Winner of the Adam Smith Award (Australia) and Author of Freedom (Germany). 
 
Dr. Thomas P Sheahen, PhD (physics) ,  M.I.T., Director , Science & Environmental Policy Project 
 
Thomas Wysmuller, Chair Oceanographic Section, 2016 World Congress on Oceans, Qingdao China 
Founding member NASA TRCS Climate Group, Houston TX 
 
Wyss Yim DSc, PhD, Earth Systems Scientist, Professor, Institute of Space and Earth Information Science, Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, Deputy Chairman, Climate Change Science Implementation Team, UNESCO’s 
International Year of Planet Earth 2007-2009 

 

Ole Humlum, Professor of Physical Geography, Emeritus, University of Oslo, Norway 
 
Dr Howard Thomas Brady, Member of the Explorers Club New York 

http://junkscience.com/
http://www.carbon-sense.com/


Member of the Australian Academy of Forensic Sciences 
Dennis M. Mitchell, CPA, QEP 
 
David A. Burton, BS Systems Science, MA Computer Sciences 
IPCC AR5 WGI Expert Reviewer, Sealevel.info webmaster 
 
Joseph Fournier, Ph.D., Physical Chemistry, private sector energy and environment R&D Specialist, Alberta, Canada 
 
Dr. Ronan Connolly, Independent scientist, B.Sc., Ph.D 
 
Dr. Michael Connolly, Independent scientist, B.Sc., M.Sc., H.D.E., D.E.E., Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Imelda Connolly, Independent scientist, A.M.I. Mont. Dip., Sp. Ed. Dip., A. Mus. VCM, Adv. Dip. Ed. (Special 
Needs in Education), Adv. Dip. Ed. (Child Development), M.A. (Education), M.A. (Ethnomusicology), Ph.D. 
(Computer Mediated Communication) 

 
J. Scott Armstrong, Professor, University of Pennsylvania (Lifetime Achievement Award in Climate Science, 2017-
Heartland Institute) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


