CLIMATE TARGET TROUBLE IN EU, UK 

The European Union, already well behind the pace of emission cuts needed to meet its Paris climate agreement targets, is taking steps that make it even less likely the bloc will meet its final goals.

In the United Kingdom (UK) – which will soon no longer be part of the EU but nevertheless has committed to meeting the emission cut targets to which it agreed prior to Brexit – the government withdrew subsidies from new onshore wind farms in 2016. More recently, thanks to a decision by a local council, more than a dozen large wind turbines on the edge of the Lake District will have to be torn down – and others may soon follow – to restore views and the public’s walking rights-of-way. The South Lakeland district council refused the wind farm operator’s application to extend the turbines’ operating lives through 2027, instead requiring the company to remove the turbines according to terms of the original license by August 26, 2018.

When the turbines are removed it will be the first large wind farm dismantled since the national government began pushing their construction across Britain in 1991. Laura Fiske, planning officer for Friends of the Lake District, says the decision establishes a precedent making it easier to prevent other wind farm operators from extended the life of other turbines soon to be up for renewal.

“This decision is a victory for the local communities who live in the shadow of this development imposed on them by the government in the early 1990s,” said Fiske.

Meanwhile, under the new leadership of Under Secretary-General Catherine Day, the European Commission is changing course on renewable energy targets. Since 2010, EU member states have been obligated to meet specific national targets for renewable energy as part of an overall EU goal. Under the new plan, while EU’s overall target for renewables will increase to 27 percent by 2030, up from 20 percent by 2020 under the old plan, individual national governments will not be held to specific legally binding targets, meaning they cannot be punished by the EU for failing to contribute to the overall goal. Environmental groups have bemoaned this change, arguing absent binding national targets, there is no legally enforceable way to ensure the EU meets its goal.
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